


47%

53%

UK Imports of Plants, Vegetables & Fruit (2025)

EU Rest of World

3.99 million 

tonnes

3.47 million 

tonnes



Brexit 

Announced 

2016

EU started inspecting 

UK exports 

UK did not reciprocate 

with EU imports due 

to limited operational 

planning 

1 Jan 2021 

Border Controls 

Commenced for 

Fruit / Veg / Hort 

Sector

Partially operational 

by 2022, but 

officially an 

operational facility 

on 9 May 2024

Sevington IBF 

opened Jan 21

22 July 2022

GB Risk Based 

Regime for Rest of 

World Imports 

29 August 2023 

Final BTOM 

published

Control Points 

accepted as places 

of SPS inspection 

as well as BCP’s

Common User 

Charge introduced

30 April 2024 
BTOM Implemented 

for Horticulture 

Imports

June – 

December 2024 
Authorised 

Operator Status 

Pilot runs

19 May 2025 

EU-UK Common 

Understanding  

Published

2 June 2025 

Fruit & Veg SPS 

Checks delayed 

until Jan 2027 

22 July 2026 EU 

GB SPS Summit 

postponed

Brexit Timeline

FPC lobby to delay and 

evaluate need for SPS checks 

on EU fruit & vegetables 

based on low risk plant 

health concerns

FPC lobbied for AOS pilot.  

Industry participated in pilot at 

own cost 

Substantial capex by industry 

to build and resource Control 

Points

Pilot successful but 

discontinued by Govt.

FPC supported industry at 

changeover date in absence 

of Govt guidance 

FPC lobbied for, and 

achieved, Rest of World Risk 

Based Regime

FPC lobbied for, and achieved, 

exclusion of CUC fees for Low 

Risk Fruit & Veg 

FPC hold Deal or No Deal 

roadshows around the UK

FPC highlight potential impact 

on Rest of World trade as a 

result of SPS Agreement

FPC support members with 

continued operational delays 

when moving through 

Sevington as a chosen BCP 

FPC continue to lobby Govt on 

the need for the reset to 

balance EU and Rest of World 

trade.
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